 Tips for Guiding Behavior

An important factor in creating a comfortable environment where everyone can function and learn is the manner in which children’s behavior is guided. Guidance is what teachers do and say that influences how a child behaves and who he eventually becomes.  Children need guidance; this is a clear fact.  The way teachers relate to children can make a teaching environment either positive or negative.

In order for all children to learn, teachers must have guidelines for appropriate behavior. The guidelines should take into consideration the developmental levels in the group and be designed to help children grow and mature.  When such guidelines are carried out effectively, children become increasingly responsible for their own behavior.  

√ Know the children

The more a teacher knows about the child, the better she is able to understand the reasons behind his behavior. The better a teacher understands his behavior, the better she is able to guide him. 

√ Respect each child as a person

Respecting a child as a person means treating him as you would like to be treated.  More importantly, it means treating a child the way he wants to be treated.  Respect means recognizing that the child has thoughts feelings, opinions, and feelings.  

√ Allow children to make choices

When children are allowed to make choices within their learning environment they feel a sense of ownership for their learning.  The feeling of ownership leads to a sense of responsibility. When a child sees himself as responsible, he tends to live up to that image. 

√  Plan activities with children’s interests, abilities, and learning styles in mind

Every child is different.  When a learning environment is designed with the interests and abilities and learning styles of individual children, the children will be more likely to become involved in the process.

√ Be prepared for the session

Being prepared means studying the Bible lesson and the teaching suggestions, making use of Bible study and other materials, selecting appropriate activities, and anticipating the questions that children might ask.  Another aspect of being prepared is being on time.

√ Set positive clear limits and enforce them consistently 

Children need to know what is expected of them. If they are confused or uncertain of what adults expect, they will test the limits.  When expectation of the adult leaders have been clearly presented and consistently enforced, the children will usually respond positively.  A positive emotional environment is established as leaders:
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