
Tips for Teaching Preschoolers 

More Effectively

What should happen during a session?  Adults often lose sight of the ways preschoolers learn.  The adults’ perspective of preschoolers is clouded by their personal learning approach or view of learning.  Adults often try to impose this model on a young child whose attention span in minutes is equal to his chronological age (three years = three minute attention span). 

God created children to move because moving is good for muscle growth, coordination, and brain development. Children are moving because they are becoming.  When teachers force an adult mold on preschoolers, they are asking them to learn in ways that are unnatural for their development and age. Consequently, learning will be less natural, appealing and successful. 

· Bible-learning centers/activities offer children the opportunity to move from place to place while learning the same content and Bible truths. 

· Offering a choice of Bible-learning centers/activities, teachers capitalize on the child’s need to move and be active.

· Bible-learning centers/activities provide a way for the child to choose his own way and pace of learning. 

· Teachers guide what the child learns by choosing good Bible-learning centers that focus attention on the Bible truths and Bible content for the session.

· When a child learns in the ways God has gifted him, he is more teachable, open to learning, and well behaved. 

· Remember:

· Avoid evaluating a child’s work in terms of good and bad.

· The process in an activity is far more important than the final product.

· Provide activities that promote relationship building and make the process enjoyable.

· Tell the Bible story with the Bible open, looking at the children. Use pictures or puppets to retell the story. Bible stories are about real people.  Fictitious or cartoon puppets could confuse the child.  

· The activity must have a direct correlation or implication for Bible teaching.
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